March 14, 2007 

Securing Our Financial Future Requires Difficult Choices Today
“Meeting our long-term fiscal challenge will require reprioritizing, restructuring and constraining spending programs”

~David M. Walker, Comptroller General of the United States
Dear Colleague:   
American families understand that if you want to spend money on something new, you have to cut spending somewhere else. American families prioritize, and they expect the same from their government. Congress has failed at setting Federal spending priorities; therefore, we ask you to join us as a cosponsor of H. Res. 14: the Federal Programs Offset Resolution. This legislation would amend the Rules of the House of Representatives to require that any bill or joint resolution that creates a new Federal program must contain a provision that eliminates one or more current Federal programs of equal or greater cost.
Our country is at a fiscal crossroads and tough decisions must be made. Commitment to spending restraint and controlling the size of government are principles that we, as members of Congress, should embrace. Setting priorities for Federal spending is extremely difficult and not always popular, but we were elected to make these tough decisions.  
We should refrain from passing any legislation that would create new Federal programs without providing for direct dollar-for-dollar and program-for-program offsets. Now, more than ever, the American taxpayers need our support. Increasing the size of government with new Federal programs will defeat any effort by Congress to reduce Federal spending. We cannot let our grandchildren pay for our fiscal irresponsibility. 
We must work together to reduce domestic spending, reduce the deficit, and get our fiscal house in order. To cosponsor this important resolution, or for more information, please contact Kim Crews in Congressman Conaway’s office at 5-3605 or kim.crews@mail.house.gov.







Sincerely,

Roy Blunt







K. Michael Conaway

Member of Congress






Member of Congress
