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PENCE SAYS “CAN’T SUPPORT RULE THAT ASKS MEMBERS TO CHOOSE BETWEEN SUPPORTING TROOPS AND FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY"

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Rep. Mike Pence (R-IN), chairman of the House Republican Study Committee, this morning issued the following statement on the House floor regarding the vote on the rule for emergency supplemental spending bill for Iraq and Katrina:
“Inasmuch as I rise today with a heavy heart having to oppose the rule before the House. It is a rare occasion indeed where I or any member would stand to oppose a rule produced by our Rules Committee.

“But I simply believe that I cannot support a rule that asks members to choose between supporting our troops and fiscal responsibility, and this is such a rule. 

“Mr. Speaker, we have an $8 trillion national debt. A national debt that has grown by $ 3 trillion and a debt ceiling which may be increased, even in the coming weeks, to nearly $9 trillion.

“Our record deficits in nominal terms set a one month record just a few short weeks ago. We have to put our fiscal house in order, and that means even as we go about the business of funding the war and funding the ongoing critical reconstruction efforts in the Golf Coast, we must do so in a manner that reflects a fundamental commitment to fiscal restraint.

“House Conservatives lobbied consistently over the last several weeks to allow for this bill to come in the form of two pieces, a vote for our troops and a vote for Katrina.  The legislation that we will have before us, though there will be a stripping amendment, will very likely result in a unified bill not giving members that choice.

“But the reason I rise mostly in opposition of the rule is because there is no amendment that is being allowed under the waiver of the rules that will permit us to offset, even the cost of part of this bill, through budget cuts.

“I simply believe that in this day and age of record deficits and debts, it is absolutely vital that members of Congress be able to register their commitment to fiscal discipline while we fund the nation’s priorities.

“It’s for that reason that I was hoping the Rules Committee would see their way clear ,as they have with other aspects of this bill, to waive the rules that prevent legislating in an appropriations bill.

“In fact, my understanding is that the LIHEAP funding in this bill, in and of itself, is the result of a waiver. We’ve waived the rules many times to increase spending in the Congress.  It would be a welcome change if we waived the rules to cut spending and continue the process of putting our fiscal house in order.”
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