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PENCE CALLS FOR SPLITTING MILITARY

AND KATRINA FUNDING

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Rep. Mike Pence (R-IN), chairman of the House Republican Study Committee, this afternoon issued the following statement on the House floor regarding the emergency spending bill for Iraq and Katrina:
“Thank you Mr. Speaker, I especially want to thank Mr. Neugebauer for, after a very short period time in Congress, stepping forward with, in this case and in other cases, substantive legislation that reflects the conservative values that he came to Washington to represent and does so with no small amount of courage and common sense.

“I also, as we look at this behemoth emergency supplemental, Mr. Speaker, I really still want to express appreciation to the Chairman of the Appropriations Committee and the Chairmen of the relevant subcommittees.

“I do believe as is evidenced by the courtliness demonstrated on the floor today that we are not subject, in this or in any other case, to bad people but to a bad process.  And as this Congress undertakes to change the way we spend the people’s money, this behemoth legislation is again an argument for budget process reform.

“To Mr. Neugebauer’s specific amendment, I must begin by saying that Katrina breaks my heart. I have grieved for the families who have lost loved ones and lost their precious resources and communities in the wake of this storm.

“I have supported Katrina funding in the past, and in working with colleagues to offset its cost, I will support Katrina funding in the future, but I cannot support adding Katrina relief to an emergency military bill.

“The American people know that Katrina funding and military spending are apples and oranges. 

“As the author of this amendment suggests as well, the President of the United States knows this having sent a bill to fund Katrina to the Hill separate from a bill to fund the war on terror. Rather than this legislation being focused on a disciplined measure to fund our military priorities, it has in a sense become a fruit basket as supplemental bills often do.

“Spending, that while it may be worthwhile, belongs in the regular order of the legislative process in this Congress.

“We need to get back to saying that emergency spending should just fund emergencies and military emergency spending should fund military emergencies. 

“Let’s separate support for the War on Terror and our support for the families and communities affected by Katrina. 

“Let’s support the Neugebauer amendment and let this Congress work its will independently on the war on terror and our desire to be there for the families and communities affected by Hurricane Katrina.” 
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