Support the 

Protecting Americans Fighting Terrorism Act

No American should ever be sued for reporting Suspicious Activity

Dear Colleague,


Ever since 9/11, Law Enforcement has been telling the American people that they should immediately report any suspicious activity.  This important step is one of the best ways we have to stop terrorism.   Sadly, last week American’s who were simply trying to protect themselves and their country have now found themselves subject to lawsuits for reporting suspicious activity.  As reported, in the Minneapolis Star Tribune:
“…the most alarming aspect of the imams' suit is buried in paragraph 21 of their complaint. It describes "John Doe" defendants whose identity the imams' attorneys are still investigating. It reads: "Defendants 'John Does' were passengers ... who contacted U.S. Airways to report the alleged 'suspicious' behavior of Plaintiffs' performing their prayer at the airport terminal." 
Paragraph 22 adds: "Plaintiffs will seek leave to amend this Complaint to allege true names, capacities, and circumstances supporting [these defendants'] liability ... at such time as Plaintiffs ascertain the same." 

In plain English, the imams plan to sue the "John Does," too. 

Who are these unnamed culprits? The complaint describes them as "an older couple who was sitting [near the imams] and purposely turn[ed] around to watch" as they prayed. "The gentleman ('John Doe') in the couple ... picked up his cellular phone and made a phone call while watching the Plaintiffs pray," then "moved to a corner" and "kept talking into his cellular phone." 

In retribution for this action, the unnamed couple probably will be dragged into court soon and face the prospect of hiring a lawyer, enduring hostile questioning and paying huge legal bills. The same fate could await other as-yet-unnamed passengers on the US Airways flight who came forward as witnesses. 


I believe that no one should be sued for serving as America’s eyes and ears in the battle against terrorism. I have drafted legislation which will ensure that Americans who responsibly report suspicious activity will not be sued.  I urge you to support this important legislation and help protect the people who are America’s domestic front-line.  If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me or my Legislative Director, Tim Charters, at x60980.
Sincerely, 

_________________________________

Stevan Pearce

Member of Congress
