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Chabot Urges Afghanistan to Free Christian Convert

Washington, DC -- Congressman Steve Chabot (R-OH), the Vice Chairman of the Subcommittee on the Middle East and Central Asia, has co-signed a letter to Afghanistan President Hamid Karzai, urging the release of Mr. Abdul Rahman who has been jailed for his Christian religious beliefs.  The letter was also signed by Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, the Chair of the Subcommittee on the Middle East and Central Asia, as well as other members of the International Relations Committee.


The text of the letter follows:

March 21, 2003
President Hamid Karzai
The Embassy of Afghanistan

2341 Wyoming Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20008

Dear President Karzai:

We are writing to express concern about the arrest last month of Abdul Rahman for converting from Islam to Christianity. It is our understanding that Mr. Rahman faces the possibility of being put to death. 

Afghanistan is currently at a crossroads: it could continue to make progress by implementing democratic reforms and ensuring fundamental freedoms, or it could cave into resistance and backslide towards intolerance and religious extremism.


Because of your leadership, Afghanistan is clearly on the path towards progress. However, this is not irreversible. Extremist elements remain strong. 


We hope that the arrest and trial of Abdul Rahman will be a blessing in disguise - that Afghan people will firmly reject the notion that Mr. Rahman committed any fault, and declare emphatically that freedom of worship is an unalienable right in their nation. 

We believe that the Afghan people also embrace such beliefs. We must be certain that no extremist judge has the ability to subvert progress and bolster fundamentalists by ruling against Mr. Rahman. We hope that you will do everything in your power to ensure that this not be the case.  


Thank you for your continued commitment to your people and for your nation's alliance with the United States. 

Sincerely,
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
Chair
Subcommittee on the Middle East

and Central Asia

Steve Chabot

Vice Chair

Subcommittee on the Middle East

and Central Asia
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