Support and Cosponsor H.R. 5013, the "Disaster Recovery Personal Protection Act of 2006"

Protect the Right to Keep and Bear Arms When Citizens Need It Most

After Hurricane Katrina, many residents legally armed themselves to protect their lives and property from civil disorder. With no way to call for help, and police unable to respond, honest citizens were able to defend themselves and their neighbors.

However, the then-New Orleans Police Superintendent issued orders for confiscation of firearms, under a state emergency powers law. "No one will be able to be armed," he said. "Guns will be taken. Only law enforcement will be allowed to have guns." Various reports indicate that military and law enforcement agencies from several states participated in confiscating guns from New Orleans residents. Some of the coverage of these actions was caught on videotape, available at www.nraila.org/news/VideoLauncher.aspx?id=61 and www.nraila.org/news/VideoLauncher.aspx?id=63.

No one condones the mindless violence of those who looted a helpless city or attacked their fellow citizens and rescuers. But Congress can -- and should -- act to protect the self-defense rights of citizens at the times when those rights are most important.

H.R. 5013 would prohibit any agency using federal disaster relief funds from seizing firearms or restricting firearms possession, except in the circumstances allowed by current federal or state law. It also would prevent agencies from imposing "no guns" policies not authorized by law. The bill would not prevent confiscating guns from convicted felons and other "prohibited persons," and would have no effect on law enforcement operations outside of disaster relief situations. Finally, a person victimized by illegal anti-gun policies could file a federal civil rights action to enforce his rights and to secure the return of the firearm.

We respectfully urge you to support and cosponsor H.R. 5013. If you have any questions, please contact Sapna Delacourt of my staff at x53015.







Yours Truly,







Bobby Jindal

