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U.S. SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS

PARTIAL BIRTH ABORTION BAN
SOUDER COSPONSORED HOUSE-PASSED VERSION OF PRO-LIFE LAW
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep. Mark Souder applauded the U.S. Supreme Court today for upholding the constitutionality of the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2003.  Souder was an original cosponsor of the House-passed version of the legislation, which was enacted into law in November 2003.

“I am delighted that the Supreme Court has upheld this significant pro-life law,” Souder said.  “Today, the highest court in the land has ended this particularly gruesome form of abortion.”
“This victory would not have been possible without the tremendous work the pro-life cause has performed over decades,” Souder continued.  “Some babies’ lives will be spared because of the tireless labor of so many pro-life Americans.”
“It’s important, however, to remember that today’s Supreme Court action only outlaws one abortion method,” Souder added.  “While partial birth abortion is used in a relatively small number of abortions, it’s the most vicious method.  Now, more than ever, we need to continue our march to protect the sanctity of life.  We need to fight to ensure that judges who interpret the Constitution justly are appointed to all levels of the bench.”
Partial-birth abortion is the procedure by which a doctor partially delivers a live baby, kills the child by puncturing the base of the skull with a sharp object, and then vacuumes out his or her brain.  It is estimated that between 3,000 and 5,000 of these violent procedures are performed every year in the United States.

Today’s ruling by the Supreme Court was a 5-4 decision.  Supporting the current law were Chief Justice John Roberts, and Associate Justices Antonin Scalia, Anthony Kennedy, Clarence Thomas, and Samuel Alito.  The associate justices opposing the law were John Paul Stevens, Stephen Breyer, David Souter, and Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
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