April 24, 2007
SUPPORT FREE POLITICAL SPEECH TODAY

COSPONSOR THE FIRST AMENDMENT RESTORATION ACT, H.R. 71

SUPREME COURT ARGUMENTS TOMORROW 

Dear Colleague: 


I hope you will join me in cosponsoring the First Amendment Restoration Act (HR 71) to repeal the electioneering provisions of the “Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002” (BCRA) that infringe upon our citizens’ free speech and association rights by prohibiting any broadcast advertisements that refer to a candidate for federal office in the 30 and 60 days leading up to federal elections.
Tomorrow, the Supreme Court has scheduled oral arguments in the case of FEC vs. Wisconsin Right to Life considering the constitutionality of these provisions.   

The First Amendment to the Constitution simply states, “Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of speech or the press or the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.”

Freedom of speech, particularly political speech, did not generate great debate amongst the Founders.  This freedom was so fundamental and so obvious that no lengthy debate was necessary.  Its importance was indicated by its placement as the FIRST amendment among the ten in the Bill of Rights.  These amendments explicitly restrict the government from usurping important rights that belong to the people. The concept of freedom of speech depends on truth and opinions expressed openly and honestly by an individual or in association with others by groups. In America, we cherish being allowed to question our government, to criticize our government and those individuals who are elected or appointed leaders of our government.  Political speech is clearly infringed by the 30 and 60 day prohibitions against advertisements that mention political candidates under BCRA.  


Please join me in co-sponsoring HR 71 by calling or emailing Sallie Taylor at 52721 or sallie.taylor@mail.house.gov.







Sincerely,








ROSCOE G. BARTLETT







Member of Congress

