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	House Members Appeal to Nation’s Top Leaders on Immigration Reform 
Washington, D.C. – Congressman J. Randy Forbes (VA-04) joined with House colleagues in two separate letters to the nation’s top leaders, President George W. Bush and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, asking them to preserve the rights of American citizens by enforcing immigration laws and preventing the automatic legalization of millions of illegal immigrants currently living in the United States.
“America’s elected leaders have a responsibility to protect the rights of the citizens they represent,” Forbes said. “American workers suffer when wages are depressed due to the hiring of illegal immigrants. Allowing amnesty will only continue the flood of illegal immigrants across our borders. My constituents want to see tough enforcement of our laws and legislation that strengthens our borders.”
The bipartisan letter to President Bush states in part, “As Members of the House of Representatives, we appeal to you on behalf of American workers. We urge you to continue recent efforts to vigorously enforce the laws that ensure that employers do not hire illegal immigrants.”  The letter goes on to state that the hiring of illegal immigrants creates “unfair competition in the labor market and depress wages for all workers.”  The Center for Immigration Studies has found that the current level of immigration has reduced the wages of the average native-born worker in a low-skilled occupation by 12% a year, or almost $2,000. To read the letter to President Bush, visit: http://www.house.gov/forbes/documents/bushletterimmigration.pdf.
Members asked Speaker Pelosi to refrain from allowing legislation containing amnesty provisions to the House Floor, which would potentially grant millions of illegal immigrants’ automatic citizenship in this country. The letter states in part, “The United States has the most generous legal immigration system in the world. We should take the side of American workers and taxpayers, legal immigrants and the rule of law. Please oppose any effort to put illegal immigrants on the path to amnesty.” To read the letter to Speaker Pelosi, visit: http://www.house.gov/forbes/documents/pelosiamnestyletter.pdf.
Congressman Forbes strongly opposes amnesty for illegal immigrants who break the nation’s laws, and supports the improvement of control along the nation’s borders and the protection of the legal rights of citizens of the United States. He serves on the House Judiciary Committee, the House Judiciary Immigration Subcommittee and the House Immigration Reform Caucus.
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