Keep the National Anthem
 In English

Cosponsor H.Res 793

 

May 2, 2006

 

Dear Colleague:

 

Our nation was built on the belief that all citizens have the freedom to say what they believe, to pray the way they want to, and to live our lives without the government infringing on these rights.  But there are a few things specific to our Nation that should not be recited or sung in another language.   

 

There are few symbols that are still sacred when partisan politics frequently divides our country.   Fortunately, these National symbols that unite all of us do remain: the Constitution, the Pledge of Allegiance, and until last week, the National Anthem.  

 

Last week, the National Anthem was loosely translated into Spanish on a widely released album.  While some have put this in a positive light, I believe this threatens one of the few remaining symbols that unites all Americans.  Because of this, I have introduced a resolution affirming that the National Anthem should be sung in English.  With appreciation for our varied backgrounds, keeping our National Anthem in English protects one of the few remaining symbols of all those things that unite us.

 

Becoming an American remains the coveted goal of many around the world.  While diverse cultures are prospering in America, there is a culture shared by all Americans, and part of that culture is the English language. So in this land of immigrants, let’s all come together as one nation, and sing our National Anthem in our common language: English. 

 

Please feel free to contact Ryan Kaldahl in my office at 5-6601, if you have any questions or wish to cosponsor this legislation.

 

Sincerely,

 

 

 

Jim Ryun

