May 10, 2007
Prohibit Mortgages for Illegal Aliens

Dear Colleague,

As you may be aware, banks and other lending institutions are currently allowed to grant mortgages to anyone possessing a Social Security number or an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN).  Presently, ITINs are granted to individuals who do not qualify for a Social Security number, many of whom are illegal immigrants.  Therefore, the privilege of homeownership is being granted to those who willingly violate our laws to the detriment of our society.  Providing mortgages to those here illegally is not only risky financially, but it also undermines the efforts we are taking to eliminate incentives for illegal behavior.  Furthermore, this hampers our efforts to ensure the safety of the nation, by not using federally recognized secure forms of identification in the application process.  

To correct this problem, I have introduced H.R. 480, which prohibits banking institutions from approving mortgages to any person without a valid Social Security number.  Since all people who are legally allowed to work in the United States are able to receive a work-authorized Social Security number, this bill only targets those here illegally.  Lending institutions should not be allowed to reward individuals violating U.S. law. 

When a person applies for a mortgage, he is asked whether the loan is for a primary residence, a secondary home, or an investment property.  Under my legislation, only a person seeking to buy a primary residence would be required to have a Social Security number.  Should a foreign investor wish to obtain a mortgage for a real estate investment, he would be able to do so.  However, no person illegally in this country should be given the means to establish a primary residence here. 
Please support H.R. 480 as a key step to curbing the growing problem of illegal immigration.  If you would like to become a co-sponsor, or should you have any questions, please contact Dain Hansen in my office at 5-2511.






Sincerely,






JOHN T. DOOLITTLE






United States Representative
