May 15, 2006

Beauprez to Offer NEA Amendment

Mr. Beauprez plans to offer an amendment to the Interior Appropriations bill later this week that will reduce the budget for the National Endowment for the Arts by $30 million, and redirects the money to the Wildland Fire Management budget of the U.S. Forest Service.
The committee chose to reject calls to substantially increase funding for the NEA.  However, said, asking taxpayers to spend hundreds of millions to subsidize art at while countless acres of forest have gone up in smoke over the last few years, makes little sense.  
This week Congress will also take up H.R. 4200 which will expedite the restoration of forestland affected by catastrophic fires.  However, we can all agree that prevention comes first and additional resources are needed if we are to get a handle on the wildfire crisis gripping the west (according to the Forest Service some 70 million acres remain at risk to catastrophic wildfire).  Wildland fire management is only one part of the National Fire Plan, but the administrations funding request was still down 14% from 2005 levels.
Enhancing the ability of the Forest Service to help control and prevent wildfires - it seems to me - is a more meritorious use of public funds than buying art.  And I think anyone who enjoys the outdoors and America's public lands would agree.
For more information, contact Bruce Miller at (202) 225-2645.

