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BLACKBURN: ENGLISH OUGHT TO BE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE
"Critical to assimilating new Americans"
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Representative Marsha Blackburn (TN-7th District) issued the following statement in reaction to Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid's comments regarding a proposal to make English the nation's official language.  Reid called the proposal "racist" during debate on the Senate floor.
"Americans overwhelmingly agree that English ought to be the nation's official language.  There's nothing racist or inappropriate about that viewpoint.  If Senator Reid and Senate Democrats disagree with the American people on this issue they should make an intellectual argument why English should not be the official language.  
"It's perfectly reasonable for a nation to seek a single, common, and unifying language to bring citizens together and facilitate commerce.  English is part of our nation's heritage and it's almost essential if an individual is going to thrive economically in this country.  We ought to make English the official language and encourage every new American to become proficient.
"English is critical to assimilating new Americans.  We want every new legal immigrant to become part of our society and that requires that they learn English."
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