May 18, 2006 

Promote Internet Safety and Protect Children from Online Predators

Cosponsor H.Res. 800

Dear Colleague,

Technological advances have provided amazing opportunities for children to learn while using the Internet.  This technology also allows for unwelcome and dangerous interactions between our children and Internet predators.  The U.S. Department of Justice estimates that 20 percent of children using the Internet have received a sexual solicitation online. This number continues to increase as more and more children gain access to the Internet in their homes and schools.  We have all read the countless accounts about how these criminals are preying on our children and affecting our communities.

In an effort to draw national attention to this important issue, I have introduced 

H. Res. 800 to encourage the House to support a National Internet Safety Month.  Specifically, this bill:

· Supports the goals and ideals of National Internet Safety Month;

· Recognizes that parents, teachers, and community leaders can empower children to resist the lures of online predators by educating them at home, in classrooms, and through community groups;

· Encourages parents to take online safety concerns seriously and to effectively safeguard their family members from online threats;

· Requests that teachers, law enforcement officers, and youth leaders seek out and implement proven tools and resources that are available to educate children on avoiding online victimization;

· Asks State governors to actively promote Internet Safety Month and encourage the full participation of State officials in community partnerships and local initiatives to protect children online;

· Encourages the launch of a national media campaign on Internet safety awareness; and

· Calls on Internet safety organizations, law enforcement personnel, educators, community leaders, parents, and volunteers to increase their efforts to raise the level of awareness in the United States with respect to the need to prevent Internet predators from committing criminal acts against America’s children.

To cosponsor H.Res. 800, please contact Laura Kenrick of my staff at x5-5676 or Laura.Kenrick@mail.house.gov.  I look forward to working with you to keep our children safe from Internet predators.

Sincerely,

Donald A. Manzullo

Member of Congress

