May 19, 2006
Should Iran Be in Charge of Disarmament?
Co-sponsor H.Res. 786 condemning Iran’s leadership of U.N. Disarmament Commission
Dear Colleague:


The United Nations Disarmament Commission has inexplicably elected Iran as one of its Vice-chairs.  Although the Commission is supposed to promote nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation, it has instead embraced as its leader the same country that the U.N. Security Council and the International Atomic Energy Agency seeks to dissuade from developing nuclear materials.

Following Iran’s election as Vice-chair, Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad proudly proclaimed that “Iran has joined the group of those countries which have nuclear technology,” and that a “nuclear fuel cycle had been completed.”  Although Iran’s intentions of pursuing nuclear material were already clear to the international community, this announcement confirms Iran’s intentions to threaten peace and stability around the world.
Iran’s leadership of the Commission clearly violates U.S. and international interests, and I question whether the Commission will be able to effectively address our most serious nuclear threats.  For this reason, I am introducing a resolution condemning the election of Iran to the position of Vice-chair of the U.N. Disarmament Commission.  


While many of us may disagree on what should be the proper scope and role of the U.N., I think we can all agree that Iran should not be one of the U.N.’s leaders on disarmament.  If you would like to co-sponsor this resolution, please contact Marcus Friesen in my office at 5-6601.
Sincerely,

/s/
Jim Ryun

Member of Congress
