Help Working College Students
Cosponsor the Real Access to College Education Act of 2007
Dear Colleague:
I urge you to join me in cosponsoring legislation to help relieve the tax burden on students working their way through college.  


While the average cost of tuition, room, board, and fees for a 4-year institution in 2004-05 was $11,411 at a public institution and $26,489 at a private institution, current tax law allows for only a $4,000 deduction for tuition and expenses.  In addition, these provisions discriminate against many students paying their own way through college.  For the purposes of education, a full time student under 24 is generally considered to be a dependent.  If a student can be claimed as a dependent for an exemption by another person, the student is ineligible to take even the $4,000 deduction.


Because the existing tax law hinders students working their way through college, I will be introducing, the Real Access to College Education Act of 2007. This bill provides an above the line tax deduction to students for the actual cost of tuition, room, board, and other qualified educational expenses up to $13,150.  To be eligible for the deduction the taxpayer student must attend school at least half time.


The Real Access to College Education Act of 2007 gives Congress the ability to help those who are working hard to make a better life for themselves and their families.  I urge you to join me in supporting this important legislation.
If you would like to join the effort to help working college students, please contact Dan Huber in my office at x5-6435 or by email at dan.huber@mail.house.gov.  Thank you in advance for your support.
Sincerely,

ADRIAN SMITH

Member of Congress

