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BLACKBURN HAILS END OF 1898 SPANISH AMERICAN WAR LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE TAX

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- "Calling repeal of this tax long overdue is a massive understatement," Representative Marsha Blackburn (TN-7th District) said today in reaction to the repeal of the federal excise tax on long distance telephone service.  Blackburn cosponsored H.R. 1898, the Telephone Excise Tax Repeal Act of 2005 to remove the excise tax on communication services.  Today the Treasury Department announced that on July 31, 2006, consumers would no longer be charged for the long distance portion of the tax and will have three years worth of tax payments returned when they file their 2006 federal taxes.
"This should give heart to everyone who believes the nearest thing to eternal life is a tax," Blackburn said.  "We'll continue working to make our tax code flatter, fairer, and simpler.  We have an antiquated tax code that creates a massive compliance burden for Americans and that has to be changed.  Over the past few years we've been able to secure a federal sales tax deduction for our state, a tax reform for our songwriters, rate reductions for virtually all taxpayers, and this is just another positive development.  We hope to build on this progress by repealing the tax on local service as well."
The long distance telephone tax was enacted in 1898 to fund the Spanish American War.  

###
� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3 ���





[image: image2.png]


_1125909325.bin

