May 10, 2006
SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES
COSPONSOR 
THE SMALL BUSINESS PAPERWORK AMNESTY ACT

Dear Colleague:

We all know that Federal paperwork requirements can be complicated and burdensome.  As a result, it is easy for small businesses to accidentally miss deadlines or make unintentional mistakes when filing the required paperwork.  The fines for these errors can be excessive – in some cases as much as $20,000.  I recently introduced the Small Business Paperwork Amnesty Act to help small businesses in cases of first-time, inadvertent paperwork violations.
My legislation would suspend civil fines for first-time violations in specific instances so that the mistake may be corrected.  My bill does not exempt any business from Federal paperwork requirements, it just gives leeway for a business to correct a first-time mistake.  If the business does not comply within a six-month time period, the fine will be imposed.
 A fine may NOT be suspended if:

1. the violation has the potential to cause serious harm to the public;

2. failure to impose the fine would impede or interfere with the detection of criminal activity;

3. the violation is a violation of an internal revenue law or any law concerning the assessment or collection of any tax, debt, revenue or receipt; or

4. the violation presents an immediate and substantial danger to the public health or safety.

I hope you will join me in this effort to help small businesses.  Please contact Jodi Detwiler of my staff at jodi.detwiler@mail.house.gov or 5-4005 to cosponsor.





Sincerely,







Randy Neugebauer






Member of Congress
