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Israeli Prime Minister Backs Shadegg Energy Bill

Washington – U.S. Congressman John Shadegg (R-AZ) applauded Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert for supporting the United States-Israel Energy Cooperation Act during his address to a joint session of Congress earlier today.

Olmert endorsed the Shadegg legislation, saying, “Through the United States-Israel Energy Cooperation Act . . . in collaboration with our US counterparts, Israel will increase its efforts to find advanced scientific and technological solutions, designed to develop new energy sources and encourage conservation.”

Shadegg thanked the Prime Minister and noted the importance of passing the legislation.  “Israel is one of America’s closest allies.  I am glad that the Prime Minister recognizes the mutual benefits to our countries of working more closely together on renewable energy technologies,” said Shadegg.

Shadegg introduced the United States-Israel Energy Cooperation Act (H.R. 2730) on May 26, 2005.  The bill would establish a grant program at the Department of Energy to fund joint ventures between American and Israeli businesses and academic institutions to promote projects that will help develop alternative energy sources and technologies.  The bill currently has 70 cosponsors.

