Co-Sponsor H.R. 5457- Ensure All Illegals are Placed in Expedited Removal
June 7, 2006
Dear Colleague,
In 1988, the Federal District Court of Los Angeles (685 F. Supp. 1488 (C.D. Cal. 1988)) and the Ninth Circuit affirmed (919 F.2d 549) (9th Cir. 1990) a broad injunction which prohibits the expedited removal of Salvadorans.  At the time, El Salvador was suffering from civil war, and many Salvadorans were seeking asylum.  However, since 1992 El Salvador has been a country at peace, and the injunction is no longer needed. 
In November 2005, The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the Department of Justice (DOJ) filed a motion to end the “Orantes” injunction.  Unfortunately, no progress has been made on overturning the injunction.   Secretary Chertoff has voiced his concern over the practice of catch and release of Salvadorans.  "We have one big step left in order to complete this job[expedited removal], and that is to get rid of a 20-year-old court order that is hampering our ability to use expedited removal with respect to people from El Salvador.” (White House Press Briefing, May 16, 2006)
H.R. 5457 will overturn the “Orantes” injunction and apply expedited removal to all illegals.  In 2005, 39,306 Salvadorans were apprehended, and current estimates claim for each individual caught, four to five illegals succeed in penetrating out borders.  Failure to enact H.R. 5457 will mean tens of thousands Salvadorans will continue to cross our borders with knowledge that, even if caught, they will be set free. 
If you have any questions or would like to sign on as a co-sponsor, please contact Dain Hansen in my office at 5-2511.  





Sincerely,






JOHN T. DOOLITTLE






United States Representative
