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House Passes Foreign Operations Appropriations Act with Garrett Amendment Language

Garrett language puts end to taxpayer funded vacations for Federal bureaucrats

Washington, D.C.—Congressman Scott Garrett voted in favor, today, of the Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and Related Programs Appropriations Act for FY 07. The Act included language offered by Garrett to several appropriations bills this year and in previous years, limiting the number of Federal employees who may attend a conference outside of the United States at taxpayer expense to no more than 50.  

The bill contains funding for key global assistance programs, supporting Israeli security and counter-terror efforts, agreements to end the genocide in the Darfur region of Sudan, and programs related to the War on Terror, amongst other provisions.

Some of the bill’s specific provisions include:

· An $83 million increase for foreign military financing for Israel, for a total of $2.3 billion to support their security and counter-terrorism programs.

· Fully funds the President’s $120 million request for economic assistance for Israel.

· $200 million for military assistance for Pakistan to hunt terrorists along the Afghan border.

· $962 million for stabilization efforts in Afghanistan, including counter-narcotic efforts.

· $80 million in humanitarian assistance for Palestinians with strict restrictions so that it cannot be used to support the Hamas government.

· $138 million for assistance to the Darfur region of the Sudan, along with provisions to encourage support for the Comprehensive Peace Agreement or the Darfur Peace Agreement.

The bill also includes Garrett language that prohibits agencies funded by this bill from sending more than 50 employees to international conferences at taxpayer expense.  “Since 2000, Federal agencies have spent more than $1.4 billion sending hundreds of Federal employees at a time to conferences at vacation hotspots like Los Cabos, Mexico; Barcelona, Spain; and Vienna, Austria.  All the while, we’re debating whether we can afford to pay for legitimate Federal spending priorities,” said Garrett.  “My amendment is commonsense and I am pleased that the Committee adopted it for this bill.”

The House passed Garrett’s language as amendments to the Agriculture and Interior appropriations bills earlier this year, as well as the Interior and Foreign Operations appropriations bills last year.

The House passed the bill by a vote of 373 to 34.

###

