Dear Colleague:

Co-sponsor the “Zero Baseline Budget Act of 2006!”

The 1985 “Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act” is a misnomer, because it set in place a mechanism that provides for annual growth in federal spending by creating a budget baseline that is automatically increased every year.
The “Zero Baseline Budget Act of 2006” will amend the 1985 law and give new instructions to the CBO for calculating the budget baseline.  The “Zero Baseline” bill eliminates all automatic increases, and excludes emergency and supplemental spending from the budget baseline.

We need to stop giving big spenders a basis for beating up on members who simply want to slow the growth of federal spending.  This bill allows an increase to be an increase, a cut to be a cut, and the status quo to be neither.  What a novel idea for government to say what it really means!
Please join me in taking a big step toward securing America’s economic future by reining in our spendthrift federal government.






Hon. Louie Gohmert
Talking Points:

Please Co-sponsor Congressman Louie Gohmert’s

“Zero Baseline Budget Act of 2006”

· Amends the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 to change the method that the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) must use to calculate its official discretionary budget baseline, with the goal of changing the rhetoric that accompanies the budget process each year.

· Eliminates any automatic increases in the baseline for inflation, or for any other reason, and excludes emergency and supplemental spending.

· When the bill becomes law, the CBO’s baseline for the next fiscal year will simply be the aggregate of the appropriations bills that are in effect for the current year, excluding emergency and supplemental spending.

· In other words, the “Zero Baseline Budget Act of 2006” makes “level funding” the official CBO baseline for discretionary spending.

· Currently, Congress might spend $100 on a program in 2007.  If the CBO issues a baseline that is adjusted for inflation and other factors, it might predict that $110 would be spent for the same program in 2008.  So, if Congress spends $105 on the program in 2008, this could be called a “cut”, even though Congress is spending more money on the program.  When Cong. Gohmert’s bill becomes law, the baseline will only provide for $100 in 2008 spending on this program, the same amount spent in 2007.

· The “Zero Baseline Budget Act of 2006” will allow level funding of programs, or modest funding increases, to be maintained without calling the funding a “cut.”

