Original Cosponsors: Higgins/Pence, Lantos, Waxman, Gene Green, Hastings, Burton, Souder, Garrett, Ackerman, Norwood, McNulty, Crowley, Maloney, McCarthy, Rothman, Ros-Lehtinen, Engel, Sessions, Lynch, Northup, Nadler

Resolution Has Support of: ADL, AIPAC, American Association for the Advancement of Science, JCPA, Republican Jewish Coalition, ZOA

June 9, 2006

Dear Colleague,

On May 29, 2006 the British National Association of Teachers in Further and Higher Education (NATFHE) voted to boycott Israeli academia.  Similarly, last year the British Association of University Teachers (AUT) voted to boycott Bar-Ilan and Haifa Universities in Israel.  These two unions recently merged under the new name University and College Union.  We believe that the vote by NATFHE is wrong and that it violates the spirit of academia.  Further, we believe that the University and College Union should nullify the resolution passed by NATFHE and should denounce seeking a boycott of Israeli academia.

NATFHE’s action destroys academic freedom and wrongly punishes both British and Israeli students by limiting their access to thought, scholarship and opportunities for learning.  Boycotting Israeli academia deepens the entrenchment of existing tensions and barriers between Palestinians and Israelis.  NATFHE’s vote is in fact shortsighted and promulgates insensitivities on the very campuses where students, professors, and scholars should be able to share their beliefs openly and learn from the unique experiences of one another.

We invite you to join us in expressing your condemnation of NATFHE’s vote and in continued support of the State of Israel by becoming a cosponsor of the attached resolution.  Please contact Brooke Sharkey in Mr. Higgins’ office (brooke.sharkey@mail.house.gov/53306) or LeAnne Holdman in Mr. Pence’s office (leanne.holdman@mail.house.gov/53021) to sign on.

Sincerely,

/s Brian M. Higgins                                                        /s Mike Pence

Member of Congress                                                      Member of Congress

