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Garrett Resolution Recalls Kelo Decision,

Defends Private Property Rights
Washington, D.C.—Today, Congressman Scott Garrett recognized the one-year anniversary of the Kelo v. City of New London (Conn.) decision, in which the Supreme Court allowed a local government to seize private property from a homeowner and hand it over to a corporate developer for economic development reasons alone.  Garrett reiterated his strong opposition to the Kelo decision in a resolution he introduced earlier this week (H. Res. 880), which reaffirmed the House’s commitment to protecting private property rights as a foundational liberty.

“Property rights are the foundation of our nation’s prospering economy and a cornerstone of our Constitutional liberties,” said Garrett.  “Kelo eviscerated the public use clause of the Fifth Amendment and put all American property owners at risk of losing their rights to a reverse Robin Hood scenario, with government taking from the poor and giving to the rich.”

In the wake of the Kelo decision, Congress acted to preserve Americans’ right to private property.  In November of 2005, with Congressman Garrett’s strong support, the House passed the Private Property Rights Protection Act of 2005, which would prohibit states and local communities that receive Federal economic development funds from using their eminent domain power to seize private property for economic development purposes alone.  

On June 30, 2005, just one week after the Kelo decision, the House passed a Garrett amendment to the funding bill for the Departments of Transportation, Treasury, and Housing and Urban Development, the Judiciary, District of Columbia, and other Federal agencies (H.R. 3058), prohibiting funds made available through that bill from being used to enforce the Kelo decision.  Earlier this month, Congressman Garrett was awarded the Protector of Property Rights award by the Property Rights Alliance, a non-profit organization dedicated to the promotion of physical and intellectual property rights, for his outstanding advocacy on behalf of this important liberty.
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