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	McKeon: Workplace Democracy on 

Safe Ground – for Now

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The U.S. House Education and Labor Committee’s Senior Republican, Rep. Howard P. “Buck” McKeon (R-CA), today applauded Senate Republicans for standing firm against the cleverly-named Employee Free Choice Act, legislation that would expose workers’ private votes in workplace elections and make them completely public through a mandatory “card check.”

“It’s comforting to know that the Democrats’ Big Payback to Big Labor can only extend so far,” said McKeon.  “However, congressional Republicans and American workers who treasure their right to vote can’t let down their guard in spite of the card check supporters’ inability to secure Senate passage of this undemocratic legislation.  Big Labor bosses and their allies in Congress have made it clear that they have each other to thank for their newfound strength on Capitol Hill, and I have no doubt that card check will remain a top priority on each of their legislative agendas.  As we did this time around, Republicans are prepared to fight them every step of the way.”

During and after House consideration of the bill in March and leading into the Senate debate on the measure this month, public opinion polls, newspaper editorials, and television and radio commentaries underscored incredible opposition to the measure.  

According to public opinion polling conducted by McLaughlin and Associates earlier this year, 89 percent of the American people believe the secret ballot – and not a card check – is the surest way to prevent intimidation from either employers or unions.  And nearly 80 percent of those polled oppose the bill.  Furthermore, major national newspapers, from the Washington Post to the Los Angeles Times, have editorialized against the undemocratic card check legislation.

“This has been a case study in the old adage that elections have consequences,” concluded McKeon.  “The voting rights of our nation’s workforce were placed squarely in the crosshairs by the new leadership in Congress.  Senators Enzi and McConnell and their Republican colleagues in the Senate, as well as our Republican team in the House, exposed this effort – early and often – as Big Labor’s Big Payback.”
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