July 14, 2006

“The nearest thing to eternal life we’ll ever see on the earth is a government program.”

· President Ronald Reagan

“There is nothing so permanent as a temporary job in Washington.”


          




     - Bob Hope
Dear Colleague:

Did you know that on average five federal agencies perform the exact same function?  With all the talk of lost fiscal discipline from both sides of the aisle, we must do a better job of assuring the American public that each federal agency is fulfilling its purpose and is accountable to the taxpayers.
Last Congress, advocates for controlling government spending scored an important victory as the Federal Sunset Act was adopted by the House of Representatives, 272 to 140. It’s time to do it again.

HR 3282, the Abolishment of Obsolete Agencies and Federal Sunset Act would establish a 12 member bipartisan federal Sunset Commission to identify savings and improve the efficiency of the federal government by abolishing obsolete federal agencies and eliminating duplication among programs.  Each agency will be given an expiration date and must justify its current existence as well as its need for future tax dollar funding, or face reorganization or abolishment.
Twenty-four states already use Sunset and have proven that the process saves taxpayer money, reduces the size of government, and creates more public participation in the government process. If we were able to have this amount of success on a smaller, already more efficient state level, imagine the possible results here in Washington.
Join the 108 current cosponsors of H.R. 3282 in bringing to the federal government a proven budget-cutting method that holds each and every federal agency accountable to their customers - America’s taxpayers - and to Congress.  If you wish to be a co-sponsor, or have any questions, please call Todd Stephens or Mike Hopkins in my office at 225-4901.
Sincerely,

Kevin Brady

Member of Congress
