July 13, 2006

Protect the Honor of Our Fallen Soldiers

Cosponsor the Boustany – Davis Military Fallen Heroes Protection Act of 2006 (H.R. 5772)

Dear Colleague:

We have recently introduced The Military Fallen Heroes Protection Act of 2006 (H.R. 5772).  In the past few weeks we have become increasingly disturbed by the disgraceful use of our fallen soldiers’ names, pictures and other likenesses for commercial and political purposes.  

The families of these fallen heroes must have the ability to protect the honor and memory of their loved ones after these brave men and women have made the ultimate sacrifice.  Our soldiers volunteer to join the U.S. Armed Forces to preserve and protect this county and her ideals – whether here at home or around the world.  We will never be able to thank them enough for their sacrifices, but the least we can do is help them protect the honor of their military service while fighting for our freedom and security.

At the request of several families who have lost loved ones in Iraq, we have introduced The Military Fallen Heroes Protection Act of 2006 (H.R. 5772).  In one case, these families were shocked and appalled to discover that the names of their sons had been printed on the back of anti-war T-shirts being sold for profit.  Similar legislation has been signed into law in Louisiana which prohibits the unauthorized use of the identity of a deceased soldier.  Other states are following suit.

Most recently, some politicians have sunk to a new low by choosing to use the images of our fallen soldiers for their political gain.  No one who is shameless enough to dishonor the memories of these brave men and women should ever be allowed to benefit from such an act, either by commercial or political means.  

We hope you will join us in protecting the memory and honor of our fallen soldiers and we urge you to cosponsor The Military Fallen Heroes Protection Act of 2006 (H.R. 5772).  If you have questions or would like to cosponsor the bill, please contact Michael Hare (Michael.Hare@mail.house.gov) in Rep. Boustany’s office at x5-2031.

Sincerely,

                                                                        s/                                                                                   s/

Charles W. Boustany, Jr., MD                                     Geoff Davis

Member of Congress                                                    Member of Congress

