July 13, 2006

Support Strengthening Ties with a Trusted Ally
Support Labor Reform in the Middle East

Support the U.S. – Oman FTA

Dear Colleague:

We encourage you to support the U.S. – Oman FTA.  Oman is one of our most trusted Middle East allies in the War on Terrorism and has worked extensively to address every substantive labor issue raised during the consideration of the U.S.-Oman FTA.  Oman’s commitments meet or exceed the commitments made by Bahrain, which helped the U.S.-Bahrain FTA earn more support in the House than any other FTA considered under Trade Promotion Authority.  In addition, while many of Bahrain’s commitments merely involved introducing legislation, Oman has committed to enact all reforms by October 31, 2006.  Additionally, all of Oman’s reforms are fully enforceable under the agreement’s consultative mechanisms.   
Recently, Oman reaffirmed our nation’s trust by enacting multiple labor reforms more than three months ahead of schedule.  In fact, on July 8, 2006, Oman passed a Royal Decree to address many of the key labor issues that were raised during consultations on the FTA.  This rapid action is yet another show of good faith from this strong ally.  Oman’s recent reforms include:  

· Specifically endorsing collective bargaining and acknowledging the use of strikes;
· Explicitly providing that workers may form unions at the local, regional, and international level;
· Clarifying that unions have the right to conduct their affairs without undue influence or interference from any other party, thereby terminating any government involvement in union activities;

· Specifically prohibiting termination of employment or other forms of retribution for participation in union activities; 
· Specifically providing stringent penalties for employers who deprive workers of their rights to participate in union activities; 
· Explicitly prohibiting forced labor by employers; 
· Providing specific enforcement tools for the prohibition against forced labor; and
· Increasing fines for child labor or improper use of female labor--activities that are already prohibited.  
While this is an extremely significant step, Oman realizes that it has more to do and remains committed to moving quickly to enact all necessary reforms by October 31, 2006, while respecting its rule of law and important commitments to consult with independent labor groups.  
Oman has continually shown that it is a trusted ally of the United States.  We should respond by passing this FTA.  The 9/11 Commission has specifically cited FTAs with our Middle Eastern allies as critical parts of our War on Terrorism, and it would send a devastating signal to the people of the region if we do not pass this agreement after all that Oman has done.  We urge you to join us in support of the U.S.-Oman FTA.
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