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Wilson Applauds Capture of Senior Al Qaeda Intermediary, Comments on National Intelligence Report

WASHINGTON – Congressman Joe Wilson (SC-02) today issued the following statement in response to reports that the highest ranking Iraqi in al Qaeda’s leadership has been arrested. 

“I am pleased that Khaled al-Mashhadani has been captured.  Mashhadani, known to be the most senior Iraqi in the al-Qaeda leadership, was an intermediary between Abu Ayub al-Masri, the leader of al Qaeda in Iraq and al Qaeda’s number two, Ayman al Zawahiri.  Zawahiri is recognized as Osama bin Laden’s closest advisor.  

“This most recent arrest shows that our efforts in Iraq are effective.  Just yesterday, the National Intelligence Estimate was released, outlining the continued threat to the United States.  This report clearly states that the threat to America is real, and al Qaeda has intensified efforts to attack the United States.  Our brave troops understand we must face terrorists overseas or we will face them again at home.

“The enemy we face is adaptable with an ever-changing strategy.  I am proud of our brave men and women who continue to fight in the Global War on Terrorism, ensuring that we do not face another attack here at home.  Our troops are fighting to protect American families.  Their presence in Iraq, which Zawahiri and bin Laden have identified as the central front in the Global War on Terrorism, is vital to this effort.”
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