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Bishop Reacts to House Action on Bush Veto of Stem Cell Bill 
Washington, D.C. --- Republican Congressman Rob Bishop (UT01) today voted to sustain the Presidential veto of H.R. 810, the Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act.  The bill, which had passed the House earlier with Mr. Bishop voting against it, would authorize federal funding for stem cell research that requires the destruction of human embryos.  Below is a statement from Mr. Bishop regarding today’s veto and subsequent House vote:
“President Bush did the right thing in vetoing this bill and I’m proud of him.  I’m proud of the House in voting to sustain that veto.  This bill, which is based on speculative research and emotional rhetoric, takes us too quickly down a road fraught with ethical and moral questions and it should not become law.”
“First of all, we need to keep in mind that this debate and this legislation are not directly about how ethical or viable embryonic stem cell research may be.  That research can legally take place right now, and it is, and it’s not producing results.  The private sector isn’t investing significantly in this research for that very reason – it isn’t producing results.  Today’s debate and legislation are about whether or not the government is going to step into this moral gray area and mandate federal financial support for it.  H.R. 810 authorizes the use of federal taxpayer dollars for this type of research which destroys human embryos.  That is not something I can support.  If this bill was to become law, American taxpayers – for the first time ever – would be forced to pay for research that requires the destruction of human life.  We should not cross this moral and ethical line, no matter how noble the end goal may appear.”
“The goals of curing disease and preventing pain and suffering are noble.  We all support that.  But we can advance research to do that without destroying embryos.  I’m not a medical expert, but I was impressed that the majority of doctors currently serving as members of Congress oppose federal funding of research on new embryonic stem cell lines.  I understand that embryo stem cells have yet to be used to successfully treat a single human patient and have not been proven effective in decent animal models, while on the other hand, adult and cord blood stem cell therapies are already being used today to treat over 70 different diseases.  We should pursue the stem cell option that is generating the valuable research, results, and treatments.  Thankfully the House has passed and I have supported bills that would do just that – bills that promote and expand proven, successful stem cell research without crossing ethical lines and destroying human embryos.  That is the right approach.”
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