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Gingrey praises Bush Veto of UNETHICAL 
Embryonic Stem Cell Bill

House upholds presidential veto

Washington, D.C. – U.S. Congressman Phil Gingrey, M.D. today thanked President Bush for his veto of H.R. 810, legislation that would use federal tax dollars to fund embryonic stem cell research that kills human embryos from fertilization clinics. Gingrey joined the House in voting to uphold this veto.

“Stem cell research has the potential to treat diseases and save lives,” said Gingrey.  “But the power of this research is diminished if we say it is okay to destroy life in the process.  As a pro-life OB-GYN, I know that life is held in every embryo. Our tax dollars should not support research that destroys this life.  H.R. 810 is morally unacceptable, and the President could not have picked a more meaningful bill on which to exercise his first veto.” 

Below are Congressman Gingrey’s remarks, delivered before Congress in support of the President’s veto.

Congressman Gingrey remarks on Presidential veto of H.R. 810 

The Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act of 2005

July 19, 2006

Mr. Speaker, I rise today, proud to stand with our President to ensure that our society remains a people that values life.  The President is a man of his word, and today he made good on his promise and issued his first presidential veto against H.R. 810, a move to protect the sanctity of human life.  

Mr. Speaker, over the last few days, I’ve had the privilege to meet and visit with the families of “snowflake babies.” These are children who started out life as frozen embryos, whose parents instead of discarding these precious little lives, allowed them to be adopted.  

Each of these families has their own unique story; they are families who have longed for and prayed for children, they are families who now enjoy the blessing of these little ones’ smiles and tears, laughter and heartbreak.  These children represent what advocates of this bill see as unwanted leftovers, collateral damage on society’s path to medical research.

 

Mr. Speaker, the interesting aspect to this debate is that embryonic stem cell research does not have to divide the House of Representatives.  I am here today to tell the American people that science has delivered the solution to this ethical divide.  Scientists have made extraordinary advances in research that now allow them access to embryonic-like stem cells without destroying the human embryo.  The answer that science has given us is that our government can have both, and most importantly so can the American people.

Yesterday, members of this House, those who claim to be supporters of all types of embryonic stem cell research, stood in the way of a bill that would have funded these ethical and exciting new breakthroughs.  These members stood in the way of this body’s chance to stand up for science and the sanctity of life; putting themselves on the side of science without regard to life.  

According to their arguments, embryonic stem cell research is deemed viable and promising only when an embryo is destroyed, only when life is sacrificed.  But Mr. Speaker, it is not the process in which the cells are harvested, but rather the cells themselves that hold the promise of lifesaving medical research.  

Mr. Speaker, I am standing here today to applaud the President’s veto that guarantees the value of life. I am here to say that I am both pro-life and pro-science, and we now have the technology available to us to give the American people both.  I urge my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to vote on the side of life and sustain this veto.  
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