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Rep. Green statement on proposal to override presidential veto of stem cell research bill
WASHINGTON – U.S. Rep. Mark Green (R-Green Bay) issued the following statement Wednesday before a scheduled vote in the House of Representatives to override the president’s veto of H.R. 810.
“Stem cell research holds the key to treating some of the most debilitating diseases of mankind, which is why I have strongly supported expanding research into this exciting new medical frontier.  With my strong support, Congress has dramatically increased funding for stem cell research – including giving millions of dollars to support the stem cell research being done at the University of Wisconsin.

“The vote today, however, is not about expanding stem cell research.  It is about whether taxpayers should be required to fund the destruction of living human embryos.  I don’t think they should.

“While I support the current policy of allowing federally-funded research on existing embryonic stem cell lines, I am most excited about expanding research into stem cells derived from other sources, such as umbilical cord blood.  This research has very broad support in the scientific community and with the public.  It has also already led to treatments for 72 terrible diseases, including Sickle Cell Anemia and Leukemia, while embryonic stem cell research has yet to produce any treatments after five years of federally-funded research.
“I’ll continue to play a leading role in making sure investing in finding cures remains one of our top priorities.”
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