
July 14, 2006

Co-sponsor the “U.S. General Population Act”

Bill mirrors Mexico’s own tough immigration and naturalization policy

Dear Colleague:

I invite you to co-sponsor H.R. 5523, the “U.S. General Population Act.”
On October 3, 1965, President Lyndon Johnson signed the Hart-Celler Immigration Act, which effectively eliminated the U.S. immigrant quota system that was instituted in the early twentieth century, and created the foundation for our nation’s current immigration policies.  The immigration system under this Act focused primarily on family reunification and filling worker shortages in certain professions.  The Hart-Celler bill gave potential immigrants from countries all over the world the same opportunity to gain entrance into the U.S.  Upon signing the Act, President Johnson remarked, “This bill we sign today is not a revolutionary bill.  It does not affect the lives of millions.  It will not restructure the shape of our daily lives.”

It is now more than 40 years since President Johnson spoke those words, and, contrary to his declaration, the bill instigated a tidal wave of visa-seekers and has indeed affected the lives of millions and millions of Americans.                           

Throughout our nation’s history we have welcomed countless numbers of individuals and families from all over the world onto our soil.  We have provided opportunities for millions of immigrants to gain citizenship, work permits, student visas, amnesty, and, in general, better lives.  We have even opened our borders and ports to those seeking refuge and political asylum from the evils of tyrannical regimes and the poverty and despair brought on by war-torn lands.  We are a nation unlike any other in this respect, but now we are a nation facing a crisis resulting from rampant disrespect for and abuse of our hospitable immigration policies.      

America’s immigration system is broken.  Illegal immigration can no longer be tolerated, and we must find the answer soon.  No other country has extended itself to immigrants in the manner that the U.S. has.  In fact, most countries impose an immigration policy that is much stricter than our own and that considers ALL illegal entry criminal.  Ironically, Mexico is one such country.
Here are a few facts about Mexico’s own immigration policies:

Unlawful entry into Mexico is a crime and automatically brings a fine of $600 to $9,000 and up to 2 years in jail;  

Failure to immediately depart brings a fine of up to $9,000, and attempted re-entry after said deportation brings another fine of up to $9,000 and up to 10 years in jail; and   

Mexico imposes discriminatory conditions on legal immigrants, including where they may reside, and where and with whom they may be employed.

It is my hope that H.R. 5523 will further provide the opportunity for debate about this contentious issue without the harsh rhetoric that now seems to accompany it.  After all, what could be more fair-minded than modeling America’s new immigration policy on that of our neighbor whose citizens will be most affected by it?

If you would like to co-sponsor H.R. 5523, or have any questions about the bill, please contact Valentina Valenta or Michael Swansburg at 5-4272.
Sincerely,
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John Linder

Member of Congress

