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Congressman Trent Franks Urges for Missile Defense in Light of North Korea’s Brazen Missile Tests
Working Group Offers Plan for Lawmakers to Develop a Strong Missile Defense

July 27, 2006—Congressman Trent Franks today delivered the keynote address at a panel discussion regarding the current threat of nuclear weapons and the need for a robust missile defense. 
“Americans already believe that this country has a missile defense system set up that will defend them against weapons from North Korea, Iran, or even perhaps Russia or China. They are sorely mistaken,” Franks remarked. 

He continued, “Our enemies already have the will to use nuclear weapons to cause death and destruction of catastrophic proportions to the United States.  All they need is the means to do it. With the genius of America’s scientific community there is no doubt in my mind that we have the means to defend ourselves.  All we need now is the political will to carry out what the American people demand of us: to protect and defend this nation and her sovereignty.” 
Recently, a broad independent working group on ballistic missile defense collaborated to find the answers to the following questions: What are the evolving threats to the United States, its overseas forces, allies, and coalition partners from the proliferation of ballistic missiles? What are the missile defense requirements of the 21st Century, and does the current state of missile defense programs meet those requirements?  How do Americans view missile defense, and to what extent is this view shaped by politics? The report can be found at http://www.missilethreat.com/.
Trent Franks is the Congressman from the 2nd Congressional District of Arizona.  He is a member of the House Armed Services Committee, the House Judiciary Committee and Vice Chairman of the Constitution Subcommittee
