July 24, 2006

Condemn Human Rights Abuses in Iran

Co-sponsor a resolution recognizing the plight of the Iranian People

Dear Colleague:

It’s time for Congress, the President and the international community to address the excessive abuses of human rights by Iran’s dictatorial government.  Since the Khomeini revolution in 1979, Iran has been ruled by a string of tyrants who use religion as an excuse to discriminate against a majority of the Iranian people.  

Religious, ethnic and gender discrimination are practiced everyday by the judicial courts and the clerics that run them.  These groups and anyone critical to the government are given few rights under the law and no rights in practice.  The government of Iran practices discrimination against its people through:

· denial of access to education and employment, 

· seizure of private property, 

· violent suppression of peaceful protest and freedom of assembly, 

· arbitrary arrest and detention, 

· physical and mental torture, 

· cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment such as public executions, hanging and stoning, 

· extra judicial killings of dissidents and ordinary citizens. 

President Bush has attempted to engage the Iranian government in order to bring an end to their illegal nuclear weapons program.  The effort must not end there.  The United States and its allies must continue to pressure Iran to end the severe human rights violations against its own citizens. 

If you have any questions or would like to become a cosponsor of this important resolution, please contact Ari Stein in Congressman Michael McCaul’s office at (202) 225 – 2401, or Gregg Sheiowitz in Congressman Joe Crowley’s office at (202) 225 - 3965. 

Sincerely

/s                                                                                  /s

Michael T. McCaul,                                                      Joseph Crowley

Member of Congress                                                    Member of Congress

