Dear Colleague,

In the wake of the recent arrest of Zhenli Ye Gon, an alleged methamphetamine trafficker who also faces organized crime and weapons charges, I am writing to encourage you to become a cosponsor of H.R. 3143, the “Meth Kingpin Elimination Act of 2007,” which I introduced on July 24th.
While, the number of meth labs in the U.S. has declined since Congress enacted the Combat Methamphetamine Epidemic Act last year to restrict the sale of pseudoephedrine, the key ingredient in methamphetamine, this legislation is critical to stem the tide of increased meth production south of our border.

Mexico is the largest foreign supplier of methamphetamine destined to the United States.  It is estimated as much as 80 percent of the meth on U.S. streets comes from Mexico.  Unlike the small U.S. kitchen labs, Mexican drug cartels are creating “super labs,” which produce huge quantities of cheap meth and then smuggle it north to U.S. users. 

It is time we stop this flood of meth coming across our border.  The “Meth Kingpin Elimination Act of 2007” increases penalties for meth kingpins.  The bill also authorizes $20 million for multi-jurisdictional methamphetamine task forces.  

Meth devastates not only those who abuse the drug, but their families and their communities as well.  The drug has a startling rate of addiction, with some experts saying users often get hooked after just one use.  Recent studies have demonstrated methamphetamine causes more damage to the brain than heroin, alcohol, or cocaine.  
Please join me in keeping this destructive drug off America’s streets and ensuring meth kingpins and traffickers receive harsher penalties.
If you have any questions regarding this legislation or would like to become a cosponsor, please contact Dan Huber at dan.huber@mail.house.gov or x5-6435.  






Sincerely, 





/s/






ADRIAN SMITH






Member of Congress

