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September 7, 2006

The Honorable J. Dennis Hastert

Speaker of the House

H-232, The Capitol

Washington, DC  20515

The Honorable John A. Boehner

Majority Leader

H-107, The Capitol

Washington, DC  20515

The Honorable Roy Blunt

Majority Whip

H-329, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Hastert, Majority Leader Boehner, and Majority Whip Blunt:


As it is widely expected that we will convene a conference committee this fall to negotiate the discrepancies between the House- and Senate-passed energy bills expanding oil and gas exploration on the Outer Continental Shelf, we are writing to express our desire that the House leadership firmly support the provisions in the House-passed bill in conference.  Despite the fact that our Founding Fathers deliberately created two branches of the legislature so that there would be debate and compromise, some Senators have expressed the view that they do not want an energy bill that comes out of conference to differ at all from the Senate-passed version.  
It is important that the House leadership firmly support the provisions of our bill because the Senate bill does not go far enough to create and expand untapped domestic sources of energy. The Senate bill only opens 5.76 million acres of federal waters in the Gulf of Mexico -- less than 1% of the 611 million acres currently under moratoria from oil and gas drilling.  By contrast, the House bill opens up at least 356 million acres to energy production.  This area is beyond 100 miles from any state's coastline and results in opening more than 58% of areas currently under moratoria.  
Moreover, the House bill gives all coastal states the power to decide whether they want to conduct drilling off their coasts and allows states that opt to do so the opportunity to share in revenue. The Senate bill excludes coastal states on the Atlantic and Pacific coasts from the opportunity to share in revenue from oil and gas drilling, thus eliminating a major incentive provided in the House bill for these states to open their shores to energy production. Arbitrarily centralizing energy production only in the Gulf of Mexico, as the Senate bill does, is foolhardy because it endangers the stability of our domestic oil and gas supply and increases the possibility of dramatic spikes in prices.  As you may remember, when Hurricanes Katrina and Rita barreled through the Gulf of Mexico last summer and halted one-quarter of our domestic supply, oil and gas prices surged in anticipation of shortages. Our national energy policy should aim to diversify energy production resources to help ensure the stability of our domestic supply in the event that production in one area is impeded by a natural disaster.
Additionally, the House-passed bill contains a significantly more fiscally responsible approach in these times of budget deficits and growing federal spending.   CBO confirmed that the House bill would reduce mandatory spending by $2.3 billion over five years, while the Senate bill would reduce spending by just $241 million over the same period—one-tenth the savings of the House bill.
The energy bill that comes out of conference is our best chance to stabilize rising oil and gas costs and reduce our long-term dependence on foreign sources of oil.  The final energy bill negotiated in conference should go as far as possible toward safeguarding our nation's energy security.

We appreciate your thoughtful consideration of our request.

Sincerely, 

__________________________

__________________________


Mike Pence




Bobby Jindal





Member of Congress



Member of Congress


__________________________

__________________________


Michael McCaul



Lynn A. Westmoreland


Member of Congress



Member of Congress

__________________________

__________________________


Robert B. Aderholt



Todd Akin

Member of Congress



Member of Congress


__________________________

__________________________


Barbara Cubin




Mark Souder

Member of Congress



Member of Congress

__________________________

__________________________
Thelma D. Drake



Jeff Flake

Member of Congress



Member of Congress

__________________________

__________________________


Timothy F. Murphy



Wally Herger

Member of Congress



Member of Congress


__________________________

__________________________



Dan Burton




Donald A. Manzullo

Member of Congress



Member of Congress

__________________________

__________________________


Spencer Bachus



Patrick McHenry

Member of Congress



Member of Congress


__________________________

__________________________



Todd Tiahrt




Ted Poe

Member of Congress



Member of Congress


__________________________

__________________________


Pete Sessions




Chris Cannon

Member of Congress



Member of Congress


__________________________

__________________________



Joseph R. Pitts




Marsha Blackburn

Member of Congress



Member of Congress


__________________________

__________________________


Roger Wicker




Gary G. Miller

Member of Congress



Member of Congress


__________________________

__________________________



Ron Lewis




Virginia Foxx

Member of Congress



Member of Congress

__________________________

__________________________



Sam Johnson




J. Gresham Barrett

Member of Congress



Member of Congress

__________________________

__________________________



John A. Culberson



Zach Wamp

Member of Congress



Member of Congress

__________________________

__________________________



Randy Kuhl




Tom Price


Member of Congress



Member of Congress

__________________________

__________________________



Virgil H. Goode



Sue Myrick


Member of Congress



Member of Congress

__________________________

__________________________



Jeb Hensarling




Luis Fortuño

Member of Congress



Member of Congress

__________________________

__________________________



Phil Gingrey




Marilyn Musgrave


Member of Congress



Member of Congress

__________________________

__________________________



Jim Ryun




Mike Sodrel

Member of Congress



Member of Congress

__________________________

__________________________



Dana Rohrabacher



Rob Bishop


Member of Congress



Member of Congress

Cc: The Honorable Richard Pombo, Chairman, House Resources Committee


