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Barrett Votes For More Accountability in Spending Process
Washington, DC – This afternoon the House of Representatives voted on a comprehensive earmark reform package that will apply to appropriators, authorizers, and tax-writers.  Yesterday the House passed the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act (S. 2590), which would increase accountability and transparency by establishing a public database to track federal grants and contracts.  Congressman Gresham Barrett (SC, 3) has been working with members of the Republican Study Committee (RSC) and Leadership to bring about common sense reforms. 
“Today’s earmark reform is a big step toward regaining some fiscal responsibility,” said Barrett.  “It is common sense for members of Congress to openly claim all of their appropriation requests.  The American citizen has a right to know how Congress is spending their hard earned tax dollars.  We have a responsibility to our constituents to be as transparent as possible.  This week we allowed a little more sunshine into the process.”

 Both measures passed, shine more sunlight on federal spending, and earmarks in particular, to bring more accountability and transparency and help fundamentally change the way Congress spends taxpayer dollars. They build on continuing efforts to reduce the number of earmarks in appropriation bills this year.  Requests for member projects have been reduced by 37 percent this year, and total funding for member projects has been reduced overall by $7.8 billion compared to last year.  
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