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Sodrel Votes For Increased Government Transparency

Separate measures include a federal funding website and earmark reform 

(Washington, DC) –Indiana Congressman Mike Sodrel (R-IN) voted this week to increase Americans’ ability to access information on recipients of federal funds by establishing a searchable public website. In a separate measure, Sodrel voted for a House earmark reform aimed at identifying the sponsor of earmarks to prevent abuses and unreasonable expenditures in the federal appropriations process.

“Sunshine can be the best disinfectant,” Sodrel said.  “Increasing accountability and transparency in government should lead to less unnecessary spending and provide more access to public citizens about how their hard earned tax dollars are being spent in Washington.  If a specific project is worth asking for in Congress, then you should be willing to put your name on it.  If a federal agency is going to grant somebody money, it should be willing to identify the recipient.  I support these two measures and look forward to seeing them in action.”

The first measure, H. Res. 1000, which will amend House procedures, requires any earmarks in a House appropriations, authorization or tax bill to also list the name of the member of Congress requesting the earmark.  This will allow anybody who is searching for information about a specific earmark to identify without question which Representative requested the earmark.  Additionally, the measure requires the Senate to take the rule into consideration when the two bodies meet in conference committee to resolve differences in Senate-passed and House-passed appropriations bills. 

The second bill, S.2590, the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act, will establish a searchable website listing all recipients of federal funding, including loans and grants awards over $25,000.  The website will allow the public, the media and lawmakers to help uncover wasteful spending and see who is being awarded money or contracts.  There is currently no such database that encompasses all branches of the federal government. Nearly $300 billion in federal money is awarded to almost 30,000 organizations each year. 

The bill also includes provisions for further law enforcement of funds being awarded.  For example, one provision will require those who are granted federal funds and then disperse the funds as subgrants, disclose who is receiving the subgrant money. This will ensure that federal money being granted for a specific purpose will be used for that designated purpose. 

S. 2590 will now go to the President for final signature and enactment into law. H. Res. 1000 will go into effect immediately. 
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