September 27, 2006

Congress Can Simultaneously Cut Federal Spending and Reduce the Deficit!!
A Common Sense Approach to Deficit Reduction
Cosponsor Congressman Conaway’s 

 “Savings in Appropriations Resolution”
Dear Colleague:

In an effort to be fiscally responsible, Members of Congress introduce amendments to appropriations bills with the goal of reducing funding for programs that are either not performing up to standards, have outlived their usefulness, or are not a Federal government priority. Did you know that even if the amendment is adopted, this funding can remain in the appropriations process to be spent on OTHER projects? 
Under current House procedures, if an amendment is adopted to reduce spending in an appropriations bill, one of two things may happen:
1. That money can be used within a subcommittee’s own jurisdiction to be spent on other programs

2. That money can be used by other subcommittees for programs within their jurisdiction

Under current House Rules, we as Members of Congress CANNOT introduce an amendment to an appropriations bill with instructions to reduce funding for a program and redirect that funding to deficit reduction.
This Resolution would amend House Rules and allow Members of Congress to REDIRECT to deficit reduction any of the funds cut by an adopted appropriations amendment.
It is our duty as Members of Congress to evaluate Federal spending and ensure that taxpayer money is spent wisely—or not at all. If Congress deems a program or earmark in an appropriations bill unworthy of funding, the best use of those funds would be to reduce the deficit, or increase the surplus. This resolution puts a much needed tool in our hands.

This is a very modest proposal that will lead to very substantial results in the future. I urge you to support this common sense approach to deficit reduction. For your convenience, the text of my resolution is on the reverse side of this Dear Colleague. To add your name as an original cosponsor of this resolution, or for more information, please contact Kim Crews in my office at 5-3605 or kim.crews@mail.house.gov. The deadline to add your name as an original cosponsor to this resolution is COB Thursday, September 28th.   

Sincerely, 

K. Michael Conaway 

Member of Congress 
