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FISCAL REFORM REJECTED IN FINAL 

HOURS OF 109th CONGRESS

Rep. Shadegg – “The U.S. House of Representatives, including Republicans, continues to spend the people’s money in a reckless and self-serving manner.”

WASHINGTON D.C. – As the federal deficit continues to remain high and the taxpayers’ money spent at an alarming rate, the U.S. House of Representatives killed a spending reform provision that would have served as a check on wasteful spending at the Department of Defense. 

“This just goes to show that members of Congress on both sides of the aisle would rather continue on their spending spree than enact serious and meaningful reforms,” said Shadegg. “This legislative body continues to blatantly spend the people’s money in a reckless manner.”

The bill required the DOD to grade spending programs that members of Congress insert into legislation that the Department of Defense does not request or want. The bill failed in the House by a vote of 330-70 while the final hours of the 109th Congress ticked away. Sixty eight Republicans voted in favor of the bill along with only two Democrats. 

“Members of Congress knew those grades would be bad so they defeated it. Thus, allowing Congress to waste taxpayer money on member projects in order to put themselves back in to office,” said Shadegg.

The bill was offered by Congressman Mark Souder (R-IN). The bill failed on a suspension vote. 
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