Don't Let Your Constituents' Tax Dollars Pay For

The Retirements of Members Who Breach The Public Trust 
Cosponsor H.R. 4524  -- The Congressional Pension Forfeiture Act

Dear Colleague:

Americans need to know that Members of Congress convicted of felony crimes connected with their official duties will not sail into retirement with taxpayer funded pensions.  That's why your cosponsorship of H.R. 4524 -- the Congressional Pension Forfeiture Act -- is so important.  

H.R. 4524 would prevent any Member of Congress from receiving their federal pension if convicted of a felony connected with their official duties.  Such offenses include, but are not limited to: bribery, theft or embezzlement of government money or property, conspiracy to defraud the United States Government, mail or wire fraud, vote buying and other election crimes, tax evasion, and perjury related to the denial of commission of any of these offenses.  The bill would apply to convictions for offenses committed in the 110th Congress or later.  A convicted Member would lose their federal pension, plus any federal matching contributions made to a member's Thrift Savings Plan and the accrued interest on those federal contributions.  

We can all agree that there should be no reward for breaking the law.  A breach of the public trust by a Member of Congress is a serious offense that should have serious consequences.  If you would like to cosponsor H.R. 4524, or if you have questions about the bill, please contact Joshua Bowlen on my staff at 5-3415.

Sincerely,

         Walter B. Jones

                 



    Member of Congress

