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Statement of Representative John Linder on the Iraq Election

As the hustle and bustle of the holiday season envelop our minds, a new day dawns in a distant desert.    For the third time this year, the Iraqi people head to the election booth and cast a vote for their future.  Just as our forefathers did over 200 years ago, the Iraqi people begin a new chapter in the book of democracy.

The price of freedom has always been great and the historic vote taking place in Iraq today is no exception.  Clarence Darrow once said, “You can protect your liberties in this world only by protecting the other man's freedom.” Repeatedly, Americans have fought for and defended the gifts of liberty and freedom, defeating the evils of despotism and tyranny and often paying the highest of prices, the lives of American men and women.  Yet through such great loss and sacrifice, one fact is undeniable: the basic rights of self-determination and freedom must be preserved for the good of all mankind.  

 As Americans, we sometimes take for granted the simple freedoms we exercise each day such as driving our children to school, buying our groceries or praying to our maker whenever we choose.  For the people of Iraq, the opportunity to make these same decisions means the freedoms for which America has fought are finding a path to their doorsteps. 

Like our forefathers, the people of Iraq are seeing the dawn of a new day, a new country and a future no longer barren and desolate.  For far too long the curtain of tyranny has enveloped this former Islamic Empire and constrained its people through repressive leadership. After being held captive in the shadows of oppression for over fifty years, thousands of Iraqi citizens today rip down the curtain of tyranny, dip their fingers in the promised purple ink and make another mark for Iraqi freedom in the book of democracy.
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