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Rehberg Lauds Successful Iraqi Election

WASHINGTON – Upon recently visiting Iraq and witnessing the positive progression towards sovereignty, Montana's Congressman, Denny Rehberg, commended the Iraqi people for their dedication to democratic principles.


“Having just recently returned from Iraq, I know the Iraqi people are excited to participate in their democracy,” said Rehberg, a member of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Foreign Operations. “I saw first-hand their enthusiasm to show the world their personal dedication to a democratic form of government by staining their index finger with purple ink and casting a vote.”


On his Congressional trip to Iraq earlier this month, Rehberg and five of his colleagues met with U.S. military leaders and with Iraq’s deputy Prime Minister Rowsh Shawis and Defense Minister Sadoun Al Dulame.  The group also met with U.S. troops to ensure they have the proper equipment and supplies.


“The people of Iraq should be applauded for enthusiastically embracing the opportunity to vote, and ensuring that yet another election takes place in Iraq,” Rehberg said. “I saw this in their faces and actions while I was visiting Iraq, and the American people need to understand how supportive the Iraqis are of sovereignty.”


Iraqi voters today will select the 275 individuals who will serve four-year terms as members of the national Council of Representatives.  The Council of Representatives will select a presidency council and a cabinet of ministers.  The new government is expected to be seated by December 31, 2005.

“I saw the economic progress in Iraq, and this landmark election is right on track with the President’s plan for victory in Iraq,” Rehberg said. 
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