Dec. 15, 2005
 
No Pensions for Members of Congress 

Convicted of Bribery

 

Shadegg Bill Would End Taxpayer-Funded Retirement for Criminals

 

Washington - "It is an outrage for taxpayers to pay pension benefits to a Member of Congress who takes bribes," said House Policy Chairman John Shadegg, who introduced a bill yesterday to end the practice.

 

The Congressional Pension Accountability Act (H.R. 4546) will bar Members of Congress guilty of bribery from receiving taxpayer-funded retirement benefits for their service in the federal government. The bill currently has 38 cosponsors. 

 

"I want to send a very clear message that a Member of Congress that engages in this kind of conduct should forfeit their pension," Shadegg said. "They do an immense disservice to those who are trying to do the right thing in their jobs. These crimes constitute an egregious breach of the public trust, and individuals committing such offenses should not receive publicly funded benefits, like pensions or government contributions to the Thrift Savings Plan."

 

Since 1954, when Congress enacted legislation following the infamous Alger Hiss case, a federal law known as the Hiss Act has prohibited the payment of federal retirement annuities to federal employees, including Members of Congress, who violate the public trust associated with their position.  These offenses include espionage, release of classified information, and treason, among others.  

 

The Hiss Act originally included bribery as well, however, in 1961, Congress removed several offenses, including bribery, from the law.  The Congressional Pension Accountability Act would reinstate bribery and bribery-related conspiracy crimes to this area of the law.  The bill would only apply to acts committed by Members of Congress after the date of enactment.

 

"We must show the American people that we condemn this egregious corruption," Shadegg said. "Those who are guilty of breaching the public trust should not receive public benefits."

 
