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Statement by Congressman John Sullivan on Iraq Elections

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Iraqis are electing today a permanent Council of Representatives to govern a new, democratic country. Congressman John Sullivan (R-OK) issued the following remarks:

“As the New Year quickly approaches at home, our nation’s troops are abroad helping to secure a free and stable Iraq. Today, Iraqis voted to complete the country's first full-term, four-year government in their nation’s history.” 

“The most encouraging news is that large numbers of Sunni Arabs, who benefited from Hussein’s reign and boycotted the January elections, chose to vote in this election at some of the country's 33,000 polling stations, resulting in high voter turnout. With Iraqis flooding polling stations and crossing security lines, elections officials were forced to keep the polls open for an extra hour to accommodate the men, women, Sunnis, and Shiites casting their equal votes. ”  

“There is no doubt the liberation of Iraq has been difficult and dangerous for the brave men and women serving in our military. However, their hard work and commitment to serving and protecting our nation has furthered a greater good, bringing democracy to a region of the world that has never known it and protecting the security of the American people.”

“The sacrifices of our troops and their families must not be forgotten or diminished during this important time in world history.  They are true American heroes.  I am thankful and proud of the progress made in Iraq and believe today’s elections are an important stepping stone to handing Iraq back to its people.” 
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