The Path to Victory in Iraq

By: U.S. Congressman Phil Gingrey

Many critics of the war in Iraq seem to have lost sight of the dire importance of our victory over terrorism. Victory in Iraq is a vital national interest to the United States. Iraq is at the forefront of the global war on terror, and our resolve in this fight - or lack there of - will send a resounding message to terrorist across the globe.

Our ultimate goal in this war is to help the Iraqi people defend their own country against terrorism, so we can bring our troops home knowing the region is more secure. To achieve this goal, our criteria for withdrawal must be based on progress, not circled calendar dates. Arbitrary deadlines for withdrawal only encourage terrorists to hold out just a few more weeks, and tell the Iraqi people that America cares more about the date than the security of their nation. 

In the past year, we have captured Saddam Hussein and more than 100 leaders of Al Qaeda in Iraq.  We have turned over strategic posts and duties to Iraqi military and law enforcement. American forces have trained 95 Iraqi Army battalions and more than 212,000 Iraqi Security Forces.  As these forces gain more experience, they are taking on more responsibility for safeguarding their cities and provinces.

As we look to Iraq's future, we cannot risk the return of a Saddam Hussein-style dictatorship.  To prevent this, we must continue training and equipping Iraqi forces, so American soldiers will see their role decreased and we can bring home our troops with the knowledge that their mission was successfully completed. 

When I visited Iraq earlier this year, I saw American troops helping achieve important political, security, and economic victories in Iraq.  These are not often the stories we hear on the evening news, and that is a shame, because they are the most telling stories of all.

Iraq is a nation shaking off the shackles of oppression and embracing the responsibilities of liberty. Commercial television, radio, and independent newspapers are bringing the free flow of information to Iraqi citizens for the first time in generations.  We are helping the Iraqis build better public schools, nearly 150 healthcare facilities, water and sewage projects, and public buildings.  With freedom comes economic improvement, and with economic improvement comes a better assurance of continued democracy. 

On the political front, we have witnessed a monumental demonstration of democracy's appeal, as ten million Iraqis braved terrorist threat to vote in October and overwhelmingly approve Iraq's first constitution.  On December 15, the Iraqi people will again exercise this freedom when they vote to elect 275 members of the Council of Representatives.  

We have met many of our goals in Iraq, but there is still more to accomplish.  Iraqi military and law enforcement agencies are being established, and still need U.S. guidance as they solidify their authority. We are beating the terrorists, but we have not yet defeated them. To pull our troops out now would not only forfeit the successes we've achieved to date, but would send a message around the globe that America is not committed to defeating terrorism nor to defending liberty.   

We want to bring our troops home as soon as it is responsible to do so, and we are taking the necessary steps toward this goal.  It would be foolish and dangerous to risk all the progress we've made by bowing to partisan politics in Washington, and forcing our troops to prematurely withdraw.  

As we begin the second session of the 109th Congress, it is our duty to support our soldiers and their vital mission. It is our duty to support peace over tyranny, freedom over terrorism. It is our duty to finish our work in Iraq and bring our soldiers home as heroes.  President Bush has pledged his unwavering support for victory in Iraq, and I back his call. Our nation's security rides on our success in the global war on terror. 

We are on a path to victory. While it is not always an easy and smooth path, it leads to a more secure America, and a more stable Middle East. We must not allow partisan rhetoric to stand in our way, nor can we risk faltering over reckless and irresponsible demands to abandon our mission.  We will not cede this fight to the terrorists and tyrants. 
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