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Obstructionist Senate Democrats Derail Deficit Reduction

WASHINGTON – Today, Congressman Jeb Hensarling (R-TX), Chairman of the Republican Study Committee’s Budget and Spending Taskforce, expressed his disappointment with Democrats who obstructed the passage of historic deficit reduction legislation in the United States Senate:

“I am deeply disappointed by the obstructionist tactics of the Senate minority.  Today, Senate Democrats derailed the first meaningful entitlement spending reform in almost a decade.  

“According to the Brookings Institution, expected growth in Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid, along with projected increases in interest on the debt and defense, will absorb all of the government’s currently projected revenue within eight years, leaving nothing for any other program.
“Republicans remain committed to ensuring that Democrats do not succeed in obstructing these essential entitlement reforms.  The modest $39.7 billion in deficit reduction House Republicans passed represents only .29 percent of the $13.9 trillion in federal spending over the next five years.  By slowing the growth of government spending by just a fraction of the federal budget, the Deficit Reduction Act would help reduce the deficit, while protecting tax relief, economic growth and job creation.  

“Thanks to Democrats, Americans can expect a few unwelcome Christmas gifts this year: bigger government, bigger tax bills, and bigger debt for their children and grandchildren.”   
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Congressman Hensarling is Chairman of the Republican Study Committee’s (RSC) Budget and Spending Taskforce, leader of the RSC’s “Operation Offset” and a member of the House Budget Committee.
