February 10, 2004

Let the Taxpayers Keep the Change – Not the Government
Co-sponsor the Cantor-Doolittle Taxpayer Rebate And Responsibility Act 

"Some say that a growing federal surplus means Washington has more money to spend. But they've got it backwards. The surplus is not the government's money. The surplus is the people's money." 

– President George W. Bush

Dear Colleague:

When you go to the grocery store, do you tell the cashier to keep the change?  Of course not!  So why should we let the federal government keep the change? 

Our legislation will send rebate checks back to taxpayers when the government has a surplus.  Under the plan, when the federal government enjoys a surplus, the Treasury Secretary will be required to send a minimum of 50 percent, and up to 100 percent, of the U.S. government’s surplus back to the taxpayer in the form of a check.  At the Secretary’s discretion, a certain percentage of the surplus, but no more than 50 percent, could be used to repay the national debt or fund another priority.  The Taxpayer Rebate and Responsibility Act, when enacted, will not only return the surplus to taxpayers, but will also provide for responsible debt reduction.

Under this plan, citizens will be given a financial incentive to keep the government's budget under a microscope.  Voters will force Congress to reexamine new entitlement programs and demand greater accountability of our tax dollars, without affecting the normal budget and appropriations process.  It is important that we give taxpayers better opportunities to take active roles in overseeing how Washington spends their money.  We owe them this. 

While a rebate is not feasible this year, the time to act is now.  There is no better time to begin curbing irresponsible spending than a time of deep deficits.  If we wait to pass Cantor-Doolittle, there will only be more excess spending in Washington and no motivation on the part of Congress to change.

American families have always known the best way to spend their hard earned money.  Let’s give them more of a chance to do so – sign on to the Cantor-Doolittle Taxpayer Rebate and Responsibility Bill and give the taxpayers their change.  

If you would like to sign on to this legislation, please contact Shimmy Stein (Rep. Cantor) at 5-2815 or Kara Dougherty (Rep. Doolittle) at 5-2511. 
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Congressman Eric Cantor





Congressman John Doolittle
