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Cantor Discounts Arafat's Call for Peace
 

Washington, D.C. - After Wednesday's Hamas-linked bus bombing in Jerusalem, Yassir Arafat called for a ceasefire between terrorist organizations and Israel.  In response, Congressman Eric Cantor released the following statement:

 

"Yassir Arafat is and has been the catalyst behind the continued violence in the Middle East.  His condemnation of today's Hamas homicide bombing in Jerusalem is the worst kind of lie.  Israel has witnessed countless homicide bombings over the past year, yet only after today's attack did Arafat, in an attempt to remain relevant, call for a ceasefire.

Arafat has spent decades promising peace while organizing violence to consolidate his power and bankrupt his people.  Sadly, this continues today.  Time and again, Arafat has used the killing of men, women and children to further his domination of the Palestinian people.

 

Arafat has proven to the world that he is hostile to progress in the Middle East.  President Bush rightfully denied him a seat at the negotiating table during the latest round of peace talks because of Arafat's history of encouraging violence.  

Clearly, Arafat is not a partner in peace.  The world community must not allow Arafat to kill his way back into relevance, a tactic he has used in the past and one that I fear he is continuing to use today.

 

We must rid ourselves of Arafat's reckless, murderous ways if we are to truly achieve peace."

 

 

Congressman Cantor is a Republican representing Virginia's Seventh district.  In November 2002, Cantor was appointed to the House Leadership, serving as Chief Majority Deputy Whip.  Cantor serves on the Ways and Means committee and as the Chairman of the House Taskforce on Terrorism and Unconventional Warfare.
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